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SUBJECT: INDIAN REACTION TO DIEGO GARCIA EXPANSION 
REF: NEW DELHI 1831 

SUMMARY: IN THE FIRST PUBLIC GOVERNMENT COMMENT ON DIEGO 
GARCIA SINCE WE AND THE BRITISH INFORMED THE GOI OF OUR 
AGREEMENT ON EXPANSION, FOREIGN MINISTER SWARAN SINGH TOLD 
NEWSMEN FEBRUARY 6 INDIA WAS TOTALLY OPPOSED TO THE ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF SUCH BASES. MRS. GANDHI TOLD AN ELECTION MEETING THE 
SAME DAY THAT THE ACTIVITIES OF CERTAIN POWERS IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN PLSED A THREAT TO INDIA. THEIR REMARKS AS CARRIED IN 
THE DEOHI PRESS ARE REPORTED BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

1. COMMENTING ON DIEGO GARCIA ON HIS RETRUN FROM BHUTAN, THE 
FORIEGN MINISTER TOLD MGWSMEN AT THE AIRPORT THAT "WE ARE 
TOTALLY OPPOSED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SUCH BASES". IN FACT, 
INDIA HAD OPPOSED EVENTHE MOVE TO ESTABLISH WHAT WAS CLAIMED 
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DEVELOPED THEN WAS MUCH MORE THAN A MERE COMMUNICATION BASE". 
INDIA'S FEARS THAT THIS WOULD EVENTUALLY TURN INTO A FULL- 
FLEDGED BASE HAD BEEN PROVED RIGHT. 

2. SINGH SAID "THE PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A NAVAL BASE ON 

DIEGO GARCIA WAS NATURALLY A MATTER OF GREAT CONCERN TO INDIA 
AND, WE BELIEVE, TO THE MAJORITY OF LITTORAL STATES IN THE 
INDIAN OCEAN AREA". THEIR "EFFORTS TO MOBILIZE WORLD OPINION 
AGAINSY ANY NEW BASE INCLUDING DIEGO GARCIA WOULD CONTINUE. 
THIS MAY COME UP AT THE BUREAU MEETING OF NON-ALIGNED IN 
ALGIERS AND LATER AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL MEETING". 

3. REMINDED BY NEWSMEN OF REPORTS FROM LONDON THAT THE UK 
HAD BRUSHED ASIDE INIDA'S FEELINGS ON THE SUBJECT, SINGH 
SAID " THE VERY ACT OF THEIR GOING AHEAD WITH EXPANSION OF 
FACILITIES MEANS BRITIAN DOES NOT AGREE WITH THE VIEWS OF 
INDIA, SIR LANKA, AND AUSTRALIA ON THE MATTER." THE FACT THAT 
THE FACILITIES HAD BEEN EXPANDED WAS IMPORTANT. 

IT WAS NOW A MATTER BETWEEN THE UK AND US ON THE ONE HAND 
AND ALL THE LITTORAL COURNTIES ON THE OTHER. ( THE "TIMES OF 
INDIA" SIAT THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT HAD CONVEYED ITS "GRAVE 
CONCERN" TO THE BRITISH AND AMERICAN EMBASSIES HERE FEBRUARY 
6 .) 

4. OUT ON THE HUSTINGS IN UTTAR PRADESH, MRS. GANDHI TOLD A 
MEETING THE COUNTRY WAS FACING MANY EXTERNAL DANGERS AT 
PRESENT. SOME NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES WERE ACQUIRING ARMS 
AND "ALTHOUGH THEY SAY THESE ARMS WILL NOT BE USED AGAINST 
THIS COUNTRY, PAST EXPERIENCE SHOWS THIS HAS LED TO CONFLICT". 
SOME NUCLEAR WARSHIPS HAD MOVED INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THIS 
POSED A THREAT. LITTORAL COUNTRIES LIKE INDIA AND SRI 

LANKA WANTED A ZONE OF PEACE, BUT CERTAIN POWERS WERE 
SENDING WARSHIPS INTO THE OCEAN. 

5. MRS. GANDHI MAINTAINED THAT ATTEMPTS TO CREATE A NUCLEAR 
BASE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN ENDANGERED THE SECURITY OF THE 
LITTORAL COUNTRIES. IN VIEW OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS, THE PEOPLE 
SHOULD REMAIN UNITED AND VIGILANT. INDIA WANTED PEACE AND 
FRIENDSHIP WITH ALL COUNTIRES AND WOULD DO EVERYTHING TO 
FURTHER PEACE. 
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